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CDISC Library, an ISO 11179 applied Metadata Repository, built on semantic architecture 
using the Resource Description Framework (RDF). It uses linked data and a REST API to 
deliver CDISC standards metadata to software applications that automate standards-based 
processes. 

CDISC Library provides access to a substantially increased number of versioned CDISC 
standards and controlled terminology packages, including new relationships between the 
standards. CDISC Library is the single, trusted, authoritative source of CDISC standards 
metadata and represents a new way of creating, maintaining, and publishing this metadata.

In non-technical terms, it means that CDISC Library will remain flexible and adaptive for the 
future. It will continue to provide the key metadata described to support your organizational 
needs.
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Accessing API Content – Data Flow

• A note on authentication: authentication, followed by authorization

• A user may be authenticated, but not authorized to use certain functionality

• For example, system administration tasks
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Agenda

• Activity: What Are The Metadata?

• Demo 1: Data Standards Browser

• Demo 2: Machine-Readable Metadata Via API

• Who Is Using CDISC Library?



What Are The Metadata?
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LabelVariable Role Core

Notes

Data Type

CT

Format

Short name, Long Name, Version, Structure, Purpose

Ordinal
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What Are The Metadata?
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Long name

Source

Version

Implements model
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What Are The Metadata?
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What Are The Metadata?
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Hierarchical information
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Metadata Relationships – CDASH
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Mapping
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Metadata Relationships – SDTM
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Product Relationships
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• Below is a hand-drawn graph depicting linage of SDTM & SEND products



Takeaway

• Machine-readable

• Well-defined

• Has a schema

• Has relationships

• Has a programming interface
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Demos



2017 Survey

Is your organization planning to use the SHARE API? (n=238)

• 71% Not sure

• 17%Yes

• 12% No
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2017 Survey

How are you planning on using the SHARE API?

• 74% Institutional metadata repository

• 32% Enterprise I.T. application

• 23% Ad-Hoc programming & reporting
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2017 Survey

Why is your organization not planning on using the SHARE API?

• 32% What is the SHARE API?

• 25% No plans to implement an institutional metadata repository

• 21% Concerns about cost
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Customers by Industry
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• 133 member organizations signed up for CDISC Library access



CDISC Library Content Snapshot

• 110+ Versioned Standards: CDASH, SDTM, SEND, ADaM, CT

• 1.8 Million+ Resources

• 8 Million+ Relationships

• 200,000+ API queries processed to-date

• Controlled Terminology: 56%

• Data Tabulation (SDTM, SDTMIG, SENDIG): 32%

• Data Collection (CDASH Model, CDASHIG): 10%

• Data Analysis (ADaM, ADaMIG): 2%
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Future State: Biomedical Concept Meta-Model
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Source: S Hume. Paper TT06. PHUSE US Connect 2020.



Future State: CDISC 360 Biomedical Concepts
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Source: S Hume. Paper TT06. PHUSE US Connect 2020.



Access

• CDISC Library access included in CDISC membership

• Volume account option available

• Academia intuitions

• Open-source developers

• Commercial software licenses
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Contacts & Helpful Links

• Email: achow@cdisc.org

• LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/achow

• Overview: https://www.cdisc.org/cdisc-library

• General CDISC Library Inquiry: https://www.cdisc.org/cdisc-library/api-
account-product-inquiry

• API Documentation: https://www.cdisc.org/cdisc-library/api-documentation

• Release Notes: https://wiki.cdisc.org/display/LIBSUPRT/Release+Notes

23San Diego CDISC User Network   |   #ClearDataClearImpact

mailto:achow@cdisc.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/achow
https://www.cdisc.org/cdisc-library
https://www.cdisc.org/cdisc-library/api-account-product-inquiry
https://www.cdisc.org/cdisc-library/api-documentation
https://wiki.cdisc.org/display/LIBSUPRT/Release+Notes

