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History 

• Use of UCUM (for units) and LOINC (for lab tests) 
is common (if not mandatory) in electronic health 
records 
 

• CDISC however decided to develop its own CT for 
units and lab tests 
 

• As these are just lists without any system, they 
are not usable in practice and not interoperable 
with what is used in healthcare  
– nor with FDA-SPL 



History 

• LOINC-UCUM 1-day workshop at the German-
speaking User Group Meeting in Berlin (September 
2013) 
 

• Formal request to CDISC (over the public 
comments list) to stop development of CT for units 
and lab tests and switch over to UCUM and LOINC 
– in order to guarantee interoperability with  

• healthcare 

• other submission standards in the FDA such as SPL 



CDISC's response 
on use of UCUM 



But some unexpected support … 

Simon Bishop is a CDISC veteran working for GSK 



Also comments from other in the same 
direction are completely ignored 

Bernice Yost complaining about CT having no system, so list will grow to infinity 



The answer of CDISC 
(on Bernice Yost's remarks) 



LOINC 

• Formal request to CDISC (using public comments 
list) to deprecate CDISC-CT for lab tests and use 
LOINC instead 



CDISC's answer 

• Also the new team lead for CDISC-CT 
considers this 
– out of scope 

– of low impact 



Some comments (from others) 
on usage of LOINC 

Thanks Simon! 

CDISC 
Answer 

Simon Bishop - GSK 



Conclusions 

• No change, no progress 

• "Not invented here" syndrome persists 

• There was some hope the new team lead 
would be more open for interoperability with 
healthcare 

• The way the formal request was handled is 
really disappointing 
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